VOLUME 2

OCTOBER 1997

BREAKER

A Publication of Ingalls Creek Enrichment Center
A Non-Profit Tax Exempt Organization

FOURTH OF JULY CAMP OUT

Camping is not new to the Schlahta family. But until the past
4th of July weekend, we had never camped on our own as a
family. In past summers, our camping experience always
involved meeting Glenda's parents, their 29-foot 5th wheel
trailer, their shower, their microwave oven and their hospitality.
Camping without Glenda's parents and their rig wasn't even a
consideration. | wasn't sure we could handle sleeping with the
kids, planning meals, cooking and washing dishes. We knew
this summer was going to be different. Glenda's parents were
going to "camp" in Newfoundland rather than Washington or
Oregon. We were on our own. We had no choice but to
consider new vacation possibilities. Unexpectedly, Glendaand
| both found ourselves interested in the "Wild and Rugged"’
Weekend. Several West Siders cultivated our seeds of interest
with words of encouragement, practical advice, and assurance
of afuntime. We decided to go.

Our weekend at Ingalls Creek was delightful and a highlight of
our summer. We enjoyed catching up with old friends, meeting
new friends and watching our children take a growth explosion
before our eyes.

Kate and Kyle crammed amonth'sworth of adventure into three
days. big swinging, tree housing, river toe touching, squirt
gunning, running and running. | felt like | wasriding abike for
thefirst time, shouting, "Look everybody, we are camping and
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lovingit!" Itwasa"safe" way to get started, with acampground
full of friends ready to lend us anything we might have
forgotten.

But probably the best part was the feeling we got seeing our
children go off swimming with another family, sitting in another
mom'’s lap at the talent show, and having someone else teach
them how to make wop-wops at the campfire. How lucky they
are to be growing up with so many connections to people of all
agesinthebody of Christ! Peoplewho will watch out for them,
teach them, and nurture them better than we ever could all by
ourselves.

Wild and Rugged brought us closer as a family, but it also
brought us closer to our church family. What a blessing!

- Steve and Glenda Schlahta



ICE INTERN'SCOMMENTS

WEell, it'sbeen over amonth now that | left Washington State
and headed back to Pittsburgh for my senior year in college.
It was quite achange going fromworking with such adiverse
group of people to the daily grind of homework, tests, and
boring desk jobs answering phones. | have, however, had
timeto reflect back on my ICE experiencethissummer. The
lessonsthat | learned and the people | met will influence me
throughout the rest of my life.

My work this summer taught me alot of things about how
God works through people. The creation of new programs
for people where before there had been nothing, not even a
dream or idea to start from. The building of relationships
and programs from nothing isthe most important experience
that | will take from this summer. Working with so many
different groups and people, | have seen how God can make
something wonderful out of nothing. No one could have
foreseenthedifferent groupsand programsand fun that came
out of this summer, a couple of years ago.

I would like to thank all of those people involved in my
summer, from the children who ran around al day yelling
and screaming and having a great time, to those individuals
who provided the financial backing to allow metowork this
summer. Thanks to those individuals who took the time to
pray for me and to provide the support both emotional and
spiritual. 1 would liketo thank the staff of West Side Church
for welcoming meinto their closefamily. | would especially
liketo thank the Ingalls Creek Board. Their ability to guide
me without restraining me and to let me try and help them
even as they were helping me. Most importantly, | would
liketothank theWest Sidetraineesof 1997. They welcomed
me into their close-knit group with welcome arms and
provided me with the day to day support and fun that helped
me make it through this summer. To all of you, | thank you
for what you gave to me this summer.

In closing | would like to present a challenge to all of those
involved in Ingalls Creek. | chalenge you that within the
next decade that Ingalls Creek becomes the premier church
resortinthe Northwest. | believethat theresourcesarethere.
We need each of you to step up and believe that ICE can
become a destination for those interested in religious
learning, teaching, and interaction. The vision of teachers,
ministers, and lay people al coming to Ingalls Creek to
worship, interact, and share ideas about God and their
interaction with Himisavision that slowly took shapein my
mind this summer. | hope the next time you are there, you
open your eyes and picture what a site like that could mean
not only for you but for everyone.

- Sean Donahoe

Editors Comments: West Side Church 2000 campaign
authorized fundsfor ICE to hire asummer intern to focus on
planning andimplementati on of new ministry activitiesinthe

Richland neighborhood and at the ICE Center near
Leavenworth. Theaboveare hisreflectionsafter returningto
school.

NOTES FROM WAITSBURG

Thanks to our long time family friend, Julie Simpson, our
family has been attending the ICE camping facility for the
past two summers. Julie hasalso hel ped to guide uscloser to
God with her own devotionto Him. What better friend could
one have than one in Christ and with connections to a
wonderful Christian Encampment!! We have been there one
time each year and really enjoyed it both times.

Our first stay wasin ‘96 on Labor Day weekend. The camp
had a lot to offer and many more promising avenues to
pursue. We helped to clear the brush and get the
amphitheater ready for the dedication weekend to honor the
finishing of the gazebo. Our two sons, Todd (then 5) and
Scott (3), were alowed to help with these tasks and made to
feel right at home. We also met several other families with
young children. Theboysenjoyed thetree house and playing
freely with the surroundings of nature. We all went away
feeling refreshed.

This past year we spent time at ICE during the Wild 'N
Rugged weekend on the 4th of July. (Didn't know so many

our surprise and happiness over HOT water at the bathroom
and kitchen areas. The Way to go!!! Our family really
bummed during the weekend, just enjoying the local sights.
It was a very restful and fun time. We enjoyed the talent
show and song night. We all laughed so hard our faces hurt.
The boys, now a year older and aware of the encampment
were alowed morefreedom than here at homein Waitsburg.
They renewed friendships from last year and learned about
the fun of water fights! Yes, we did finaly break down and
buy a couple of water guns, although Julie got areally cool
super-soaker.

Every time we |leave |CE we go away feeling refreshed and
glad to be surrounded by other Christian familieslooking for
renewal inavery simpleway--by beinginthe Creatorshome.
ICE haswonderful potential with all the hard working souls
so devoted toitssuccess. Weare happy to shareinformation
about |CE with fellow parishionersin our churchin Dayton.
Hopefully, oneday our youth group will visit and help at ICE
and experience what we have.

Thanks for letting us be a part of the ICE program.

- TheKarl family
(Shawna, Mike[Sherm], Todd and Scott)



We got the Sea-Van down here! Now what?

SEA-GOING CARGO CONTAINER ON ICE!

It was an awesome sight watching the huge cargo container
and its transport snake their way down the steep, winding
entrance road into the Ingalls Creek Enrichment Center on
that September 27 morning. Ground observers scurried in
front and back, waving anxious signalsto the driver as they
watched wheel s occasionally hang out in space over the edge
of the steep embankment. It wasacool day, but sweat began
to appear on thedriver'sface. Skillfully, he maneuvered the
big rig as close as he dared, finally clearing the drop-off on
one side and rocks and trees on the other before arriving at
the site we had finished preparing only moments before.

We had waited, dreamed and prayed for secure, weather-
proof, vandal-proof storage for our increasing inventory of
tools, suppliesand equipment... that it takesto keep aretreat
center--evena"wild and rugged" one--in decent repair, much
less allowing for the dynamic growth and development in
progress. And God was faithful! An unexpected donation
pushed us over the top for the"container fund" and, with the
help of an Internet search and some sympathetic referrals, we
found a40-foot cargo container in much better-than-average
conditionfor lessthan averagecost! Thebeautiful red (ANY
color would have been beautiful ..itwasREALLY, REALLY
needed!) sturdy steel container with teak wood floor arrived
just in timeto beat the winter and to allow usto happily start
fillingit. Yes, weintend to paint it in the spring to better

blend with the surroundings, but the site chosen is
remarkably hidden for being so close to our center of
activities.

We praise God for His provision and for the generosity of
His people!

- Roger Johnson

STAINLESSSTEEL SINKS/HOT WATER

It was ajoy to seethe new hot/cold water stainless steel sink
near the "flush”" bathrooms being used for the first time this
year. The Pastor from Wenatchee was shaving, asmall baby
was being bathed by its mother, a sweaty face was being
refreshed after ahard dayswork, and even an occasional dish
was being washed.

Thislast spring, wefound several SStablesat Art Carpenters
hardware storein Kennewick. They had been removed from
"Big Boys" restaurant on 395 and Kennewick Ave. With
Steve's help to cut out the top and Lane's apprentice
plumbing, this and a similar sink, for
washing/cooking/cleaning at the Gazebo, are now part of
"less" Wild 'N Rugged ICE. With electrical heating of 6 -10
galon tanks of water, a new comfort has been added for
refreshment as well as for health safety.

- Lane Bray



LET THERE BE LIGHT

The "Glow" of lights in the Gazebo is a welcome site. As
one of the recreation (entertainment) opportunities over the
4th of July weekend, a crew of "sparkies' pulled (some
pushed) the large gauge wire through the buried conduit.
This task allowed the installation of electricity into the
Gazebo thus providing hot water in the sinks and power for
cooking aswell as the glow of lights. Additional electrical
work in the Gazebo was completed during the closing up
weekend in September.

- Steve Critchlow

WINTER DAMAGE

The winter of 1996/97 was by all accounts of the local
residentsthe hardest in many years (5 -7 feet of snow). If the
earth iswarming why does the winter seemworse? Many of
the buildings in the Leavenworth area collapsed under the
weight of the snow. But not the Gazebo at ICE. However,
the valleysof the steel roofing did receive some damage due
to aglacier effect of ice and snow sliding downward. Also,
the ridge cap on both sides of the lower sections was split
amost al the way along the 14-foot length. During the last
weekend of September, amuch appreciated crew wasableto
replace the ridge caps on these sections. They also added
somereinforcementsto prevent futuredamage. Valley repair
will have to wait until spring of 1998.

- Steve Critchlow

GIFTSAND VISION

Each year as ICE members lock the gate to conclude the
season, we give thanks for al of the gifts in the way of
money and labor time that have been expended to make
another year so special. Friends who come to ICE for the
first time ask, "Who paid for all of this?' Our answer is
simple, "We depend on gifts from God and His people!”
"But how can you plan ahead as aBoard of Directors?' Our
answer is, "Each year as we move forward with available
labor, theresourcesare provided to just match our immediate
needs’.

Thisyear aswe were nearing the end of the summer, we ran
out of space to store equipment. We had one more weekend
towork. Roger Johnson had researched the cost of Sea-vans.
With God's specia timing, two $500 and one $1500 gifts
were received...the Seavan purchased...Mel Chapman
arrived with his Kubota to build the pad...and the summer
was perfect in God's special way.

We give thanks to those of you who made these special gifts
possible. We can't wait until next year to see what God has
in store for ICE.

- |CE Board of Directors and Members

Agape Church children having a swingin’ time!



1997 INGALLS CREEK CALENDAR CALENDAR 1998

Feb. 2 - Pot Luck, General Meeting June 24 - Family Camp, Agape Church
May 24,2426 -  Work Party E. Wenatchee, WA
May 31 - Crystal Waters Home Owners July 3,4,5,6 - Wild'N Rugged Family Camp,
Association West Side Church, Richland, WA
June 14,15 - Work Party, electrical, summer ready
June 28,29 - Work Party, electrical, summer ready
July 3,4,5,6 - Family camp, Wild'N Rugged Officersand Board Members
(116 People)
West Siohle thwrch, Richland, WA Alan Waltar, Pres.(509)946-1350
July 10,11 -4" - 5" graders, West Side Steve Critchlow, VP (943-1614)
Church (canceled) Anna Waltar, Sec.
July 11,12,13-  Family camp, United Methodist Dick Moen, Tres. (943-9230)
Church, Mary Jo Moen
Cashmere, WA (40 people) Sandra Critchlow
JUly 17,18,19 - Senior H.S., West Side Church Julie Smp&)n
Richland, WA (16 people) Roger/Carol Johnson
Aug. 1,2,3 - Family camp, North Creek Lane/Gwen Bray
Presbyterian, Bob/Vicki Stenner
Mill Creek, WA Mike/Cathy McElroy
Aug. §,9,10 - High School Community Presbyterian,
Post Falls, ID (19 people) Additional Members
Aug. 10 - Picnic (canceled)
Aug. 15,16 - Family Camp, Lower Valey Comm., Doug/Susan Waltar
Sunnyside, WA Greg/Tracy Patton
Aug. 22,2324 -  West Side lunch bunch (canceled) Ken/Mary Englehardt
Sept 3,4,5,6 - Family Camp, Agape Church Jack/Marion Dowell
E. Wenatchee, WA (20 people) Bob/Suzie Paul
Sept.26,27,28 -  ICE Work party, Seavan, electrical, David/K aren Erickson

roof repair and closing

Mel ‘Have Kubota Will Travel’ Chapman leveling Sea-Van Site!
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